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Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-trme service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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E-mail: budgetaruba^setarnet.aw - www.budgetaruba.com 




"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


Last day to pay 
property taxes is 
December 31st 

The Tax Bureau has issued 
a bulletin announcing that 
the last day to pay for prop¬ 
erty taxes of 2012 is De¬ 
cember 31, 2012. Due to the 
fact that the bureau will be 
closed as of December 31st, 
clients are advised to make 
payments before this date or 
on the next day of work, 
which is January 3rd, 2013. 

To avoid the automatic 
process of collections with 
all the accompanying con¬ 
sequences, clients are ad¬ 
vised to take care of 
pending payments with due 
diligence. 


Brazil names candidate to head 
WTO 



BRASILIA (AFP) - Brazil on 
Friday named its World Trade 
Organization envoy Roberto 
Azevedo to succeed Pascal 
Lamy as head of the Geneva- 
based trade oversight body. 

Brazil’s ambassador to the 
WTO since 2008, Azevedo 
has been tackling the coun¬ 
try's cotton subsidy dispute 
with the United States. 

He joined eight other can¬ 
didates who have thrown 
their hats into the ring, in¬ 
cluding South Korean Trade 
Minister Taeho Bark. Costa 


Rica, Ghana, Indonesia, Jor¬ 
dan, Kenya, Mexico and New 
Zealand have also put for¬ 
ward candidates. 

"The Brazilian candidacy 
reflects the importance the 
country attaches to the 
strengthening of the WTO," 
the foreign ministry said in a 
statement. 

The WTO's 158 member 
nations have until Monday to 
present a candidate and the 
body's General Council will 
start interviewing candidates 


from late January. 

The General Council, the 
WTO's top decision-making 
body, will announce its 
choice by May 31. 

Frenchman Lamy has held 
the post since 2005 and his 
term ends August 31. 

Observers say the next 
head will most likely not be a 
European or an American. 
Three of the nine candidates 
are women. 


BLESSED , 
DECEMBER 
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LUCKY WINNER 



of one theTMWei 
Gift Certificates 

A Airline Tickets 
A Dinners for 2 
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HOW?? 

Just look inside 
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For one the 
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Buddy the Cake Boss at 
El Gaucho Argentine 
Grill 



Our roving photogra¬ 
pher caught Buddy the 
Cake Boss at El Gaucho 
Argentine Grill, getting 
ready to enjoy sumptu¬ 
ous dinner and the best 
steaks in town. 

Buddy Valastro’s of 
the famous family bakery 
is a household name here. 
Much of that success of 
his reality show series is 
due to Buddy’s charis¬ 
matic character and 


tremendous sense of 
humor. 

The show airs on 
cable television network, 
TLC, and is very popu¬ 
lar on Aruba, where 
everyone just loves cake! 

The show, just con¬ 
cluded its 4th season. It 
follows the adventures 
of Buddy in his bakery, 
a family owned business 
in Hoboken, New Jer¬ 
sey. 
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FREE promotion ticket 

This Voucher will be exchanged 
for $10 promotional 
slot ticket at the Host desk 
"For New Member Only" 


Located within the RIU PALACE HOTEL 
I.E. Irausquin BLVD.79 Palm Beach - PH.297.5280993, ext. 981 
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Open Daily 8pm -10ish 
Breakfast 8am to 12pm 
Lunch/Dinner 12pm -10ish 
phone number 586-3904 

NOW Serving 


-All you can eat 
pancakes S coffee 



- 2Egg$, Toast 
Coffee $4.49 


iunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week* 

delivery in hotel area 


Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 
any 



Across from Radisson Resort 
behind the "I ^ Aruba sign" 


^ Burgers Aruba J 
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r orders over $50 Breakfast entroe! Burgers, Fries.. A More! 



EDITORIAL 


2012 is over, and we are still here 



By Rosalie Klein 

It is comforting to know that 
we will have a brief respite 
from an apocalyptic end of 
the world until 2016. There 
have been many who have 
interpreted passages from the 
bible to pinpoint a cata¬ 
clysmic and fiery finish to the 
world for thousands of years, 
but this year, end-of -earth 
fanatics were pointing to a 
Mayan Calendar produced 
over five thousand years past, 
long before the New Testa¬ 
ment. 

There is a website, 
www.bible.ca, which has cat¬ 
aloged 242 dates when the 
world was supposed to end 
most grievously. Most pre¬ 
dictions revolve around the 
idea that only a few enlight¬ 
ened individuals will achieve 
salvation, often entailing 
them turning over their 
worldly goods and fortune to 
the prophet of the moment, to 
insure their place in Paradise. 

One can understand how 
in early times, (and we are 
counting many dates cited 
from 44 A.D through 1900s) 
that a public without the ac¬ 
cess to information as we 
have today, might believe 
these declarations. One does 
have to wonder at those who 


so readily accepted those of 
Harold Camping in 2011, 
when 16 distinctly different 
organizations which pro¬ 
claimed 2000 as the year for 
earth’s demise, had been 
proved wrong. There have 
been 14 predictions of the 
“End of Days,” to occur by 
the end of this year, simply 
since the advent of the 21st 
century, based only on bibli¬ 
cal interpretation. It is cer¬ 
tainly understandable why 
the world in general has be¬ 


come rather blase regarding 
the subject. Admittedly, it is 
something to keep social 
media buzzing and certainly, 
always good for a puff piece 
on the nightly news. 

While reflecting on the tri¬ 
umphs and trials of the past 
year, one does have to won¬ 
der at the eagerness with 
which so many will embrace 
the idea that the world will 
end completely within a very 
short time. Why are these 
people so in love with this 
idea? Are they so unhappy 
they wish their lives to end, 
but don’t want to face the 
consequences of committing 
suicide? The decision and 
whatever punishments they 
may face is now out of their 
hands and in those of the cre¬ 
ator, because of this in¬ 
evitable end, thus insuring 
their salvation and a better 
life for all eternity. Are they 
that unhappy with this world, 
that it is not enough for them 
to bid it good bye, but must 
be joined by billions of inno¬ 
cent people, who will suffer 
eternally for not believing as 


they do? Sort of a global 
“going postal,” is it not? 

The next three most cur¬ 
rent predictions of the 
world’s demise (presently on 
record) are for 2016, 2034 
and 2047; judging from the 
past, we have no doubt a few 
more will surface in between. 
An article in Weekly World 
News describes a find by a 


Professor Lloyd Cunningdale 
of Salt Lake City who was 
excavating with his students 
at the site of the famous Don- 
ner party disaster of 1847. 
The latter was a group of set¬ 
tlers bound for California 
who became trapped by snow 
in the Sierra Nevada Moun¬ 
tains. Cunningdale and stu¬ 
dents have found a time 
capsule left by the settlers 
which contains many predic¬ 
tions for the future. They pre¬ 
dict that nations will abandon 
traditional methods of con¬ 
flict and resort to the use of 
biological warfare. In 2016, 
one such disease will spread 
and kill all of the humans on 
the planet. 

This is very interesting, as 
it is hard to imagine itinerant 
settlers in 1847 having even 
the remotest concept of bio¬ 
logical warfare, as doctors of 
the time didn’t yet have a no¬ 
tion of the role of bacteria 
and infection. Only around 
1850 researchers were start¬ 
ing to show proof of it with 
animals, but the leap of un¬ 
derstanding had not yet been 
made to humans. 

Continued on pg 3 


Sunday Balloon Raffle $500,- Slot Tournament $1000 

Monday Balloon Raffle $500,- Earn DOUBLE POINTS all day 

Tuesday Balloon Raffle $500,- Black Jack Tournament $500 

Wednesday Balloon Raffle $ 500,- Cool Casino - LADIES NIGHT 

Thursday Cash Raffle Awg 10.000,- 

Friday Balloon Raffle $500,- Black Jack Tournament $500 28th $1000 

Saturday Balloon Raffle $500,- Earn Triple POINTS all day 10 am-6 pm 



Sv&iy One, Ti/etcowe 

Management reserves the right to discontinue this promotion at any time 





Opening hours End of the Year 

December 31st: 

Open from 11:30 am until 8 pm also for takeout. 

January 1st 

Open for Dinner from 5 pm to 11pm. 

Staff and Personnel would like to Wish 
everyone a Prosperous 2013 
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2012 is over, and we are still here 

Continued from pg 2 


A patient dying during sur¬ 
gery was common, as the 
medical field had little 
knowledge of thoroughly 
sterilizing their hands, envi¬ 
ronment and instruments. So 
it is remarkable, (and perhaps 
a bit suspicious) that said 
time capsule was truly left by 
the Donner group. 

The last definitive date (at 
the moment) offered for the 
collapse of all we know is 
September 14, 2047. Accord¬ 
ing to The Church of 
1BLAIR!: “The human race 
will probably be terminated 
at 3:28 AM (Soho, England 
time) The church teaches, 
with tongue firmly in cheek, 
that if the human race does 



“Cheers to a 
new year and 
another chance 
for us to get it 
right.” 


~ Oprah Winfrey 



not discard their plastic con¬ 
formity, then the Gods will 
withdraw their protection. 
The Gods don't want us to 
worship them; they don't 
want sacrifices or even offer¬ 
ings. They just want us to rid 
itself of our excessive "Nor¬ 
malcy". At that point, Astro- 
Lemurs (extra-terrestrials 
similar in shape to lemurs, 
but with rainbow colored 
bodies) will attack the entire 
human race and beat them to 
death with gigantic burritos.” 
I am not making this up.. .but 
maybe they are in ridicule of 
all those who do take such 
prophesies seriously, particu¬ 
larly when those making 
them claim their source as the 
good book. 

Much of this brings us to 
the crux of religious debate, 
which is always a hot topic. 
It is not perhaps the actual 
existence of a supreme being 
or the fact that some refute it, 
which creates so much dis- 
sention in the ranks, but the 
interpretation of the Bible 
that produces so many theo¬ 
ries, as well as sects. 

These continuous, defini¬ 
tive and bogus declarations 
of the apocalypse, which pro¬ 


duce much controversy and 
humor, prove to be very anti- 
climatic. Any good 
scriptwriter will tell you, it 
results in a very unsatisfied 
audience and poor reviews. 

The real disaster story is 
there, in the reports of climate 
change, increasingly disas¬ 
trous weather, poisoning of the 
air, water and land, and ram¬ 
pant population increase that 
will eventually deplete the 
world’s natural resources and 
food supply. For decades SF 
writers have been crafting the¬ 
oretical dystopias that would 
appear to be uncomfortably 
accurate and prophetic. 

Perhaps the wholehearted 
acceptance of being on the 
brink of the world ending 
gives all those who are so ac- 
ceptant that relief from re¬ 
sponsibility for the world we 
leave behind for succeeding 
generations. It is rather self¬ 
ish to be convinced they will 
not have to suffer food short¬ 
ages, or a poisoned atmos¬ 
phere, ocean and food supply, 
because they will all be 
dead...so why be bothered 
trying to prevent it? When 
examined in that light, it 
makes sense. 











































4 



ARUBA 

2 LOCATIONS ON 
L G SMITH BLVD 


EFFYJEWELRY.COM 

1.877.ASK.EFFY 


THE MORNING NEWS Saturday, December 29, 2012 


\ / 
\ / 
/ 




EFFY HOLIDAY 
JEWELRY GIFT 

FREE 


¥2 carat 

GEMSTONE PENDANT 

Mention this ad and 
receive a free 14 carat 
gemstone pendant 



BALISSIMA 

ANCHOR 

$295 

Natural blue 
Sapphires set in 
sterling silver. 


% % 

■s' .-cv 

A A 


Cannot bo combined with any other offers or promotion. 

No purchase necessary to receive the free 1/2 carat gemstone pendant. Limit one pendant per person. 


TANZANITE 

COLLECTION 

$95 

YOUR CHOICE 

Round, oval or 
trilliant cut .65 
carat total weight 
tanzanite earrings 
set in 14 karat gold 


ca Aruba Bahamas Cozumel Curasao Grand Cayman Grand Turk New York Roardn San Juan St.Kitts St.Lucia St.Maarten St.Thomas 


Aruba’s first authentic Mexican Restaurant 
to open at Hyatt Regency Aruba 


PALM BEACH, ARUBA - 
Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa 

(www.aruba.hyatt.com) an¬ 
nounced today that it will 
open Mexicado, Aruba’s first 
authentic Mexican restaurant, 
on December 20, 2012. The 
family-friendly restaurant 
will be the first for the island 
and also the first for the Hyatt 
brand. It will feature tradi¬ 
tional and contemporary 
Mexican cuisine alongside a 
dedicated tequila selection. In 
continuation of the resort’s 
multi-million dollar renova¬ 
tions, it will also unveil the 
refurbished Ruinas del Mar, 
its signature restaurant, this 
month; among other im¬ 
provements. 

“We are incredibly excited 
to offer the island its very 
first quintessential Mexican 
restaurant as this is a mile¬ 
stone not only for Aruba, but 
also for Hyatt,” said Fred 
Hoffmann, General Manager. 
“2012 also marked a year of 


improvements at the resort, 
from the new spa to upgraded 
amenities. We are proud of 
the result and will continu¬ 
ously strive to offer our 
guests the best possible expe¬ 
rience.” 

Designed by The Johnson 
Studio, Mexicado and the 
renovated Ruinas Del Mar 
restaurant will provide guests 
with two dynamic dining ex¬ 
periences. As they descend 
into the 5,000 square-foot 
fresh water lagoon area, din¬ 
ers are greeted by an inviting 
lounge situated on a floating 
deck over the existing pool. 
Adjoining the lounge is Mex¬ 
icado with its glowing bar, 
extensive tequila selection 
and sparkling shot glass 
chandelier. 

Ruinas del Mar, one of the 
most romantic restaurants on 
the island, sits nearby. It’s 
surrounded by lush landscap¬ 
ing, waterfalls and a pond 
filled with Koi fish and black 
swans. Built out of Calichi 


limestone from the island’s 
coast, this casually elegant 
restaurant allows guests to 
surround themselves in 
Aruba’s gold mining past. 

Continuing the theme, the 


ZoiA Spa uses all-natural 
treatments with native ingre¬ 
dients, hand-pressed oils and 
home-grown herbs based on 
four key Caribbean elements 


- sun, sand, sea and love - 
and the colors of the Aruban 
flag - yellow, white, blue, 
and red. 

Continue on pg 5 



Ruinas del Mar, “Ruins by the Sea” 

is Hyatt Regency Aruba’s signature restaurant offering contemporary 
cuisine in an open-air environment. Guests are invited to enjoy menu 
items such as fresh seafood and steaks, hearth oven specialties, and a 
display of multiple food stations offered during breakfast, Sunday 
brunch, and special events. 

Open for breakfast daily except Sundays 7:00 am-12 pm 
Open for dinner daily except Sundays 5:30 pm-10:30 pm 
Open Sundays for Brunch 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

TOU 

For reservation call 297-586-1234 ext. 36 or 

REGENCY . . . . 

- j — l —u— i — i — visit www. aru ba. hy att. co m 

a hyatt resort and casino Hyatt. YouTe More Than Welcome. 
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Aruba’s first 
authentic Mexican 

Restaurant... 

Continued from pg 4 

The 5,200 square-foot 
ZoiA Spa - meaning bal¬ 
ance or poise in Papiamento 
- opened in mid-February. 
It houses eight treatment 
rooms, many of which offer 
an indoor/outdoor experi¬ 
ence, and aloe, as an overall 
theme. Aloe Aruba, the is¬ 
land’s only producer of aloe 
products, is exclusively dis¬ 
tributed as a signature 
amenity line at the resort. 

The multi-level pool 
complex also saw a 
makeover at its bar. The 
popular swim-up Balashi 
Pool Bar now features new 
bar tops and rock work, 
among its various upgrades. 
The 8,000 square-foot, 
three-level pool is part of a 
complex that includes a 
three-story water slide, two 
whirlpools and tropical gar¬ 
dens. 

Extending the natural 
look, the hotel’s Shoco Mar¬ 
ket Cafe now incorporates 
sustainable woods and fin¬ 
ishes into its design. The 
concept by Los Angeles- 
based firm Indidesign, 
transforms the space from a 
coffee and ice cream shop 
into a full-service market 
with “made to order” offer¬ 
ings, artisanal sweets, local 
finds and other brands. 

Guests looking for a 
more hands-on experience 
will revel in the Hyatt Re¬ 
gency Casino with the new 
Ticket In, Ticket Out (TiTo) 
system. This new coinless 
program allows guests to 
print tickets that can be re¬ 
deemed for cash or inserted 
for play in other games. In 
addition, the resort added 42 
new slot machines to the 
casino floor, bringing the 
total number to 249. 

For more information 
about Hyatt Regency Aruba 
call 1-800-55-HYATT or 
visit www.aruba.hyatt.com. 



3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 




Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 






Across an 18-fiole 

Golf Course 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,000 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 
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v Malmok • Aruba 



PAAZ says thank you to Fishes 

Recenty, PAAZ Department 
(psychiatric ward) of the 
Hospital received a wonder¬ 
ful Christmas Dinner from 
Fishes and More Restaurant. 

All patients remaining in 
PAAZ during the holidays 
and employees could enjoy 
the delicious meal prepared 
by Fishes and More. 

The ambience was great, 
as everyone had a great time 
with each other. 

PAAZ wishes to thank 
Fishes and More Restaurant 
for the beautiful gesture and 
also wish Aruba a wonderful 
New Year. 


and More Restaurant 









































6 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Saturday, December 29, 2012 


Syria jihadists eye post- 
Assad Islamic rule 


BEIRUT (AFP) - Jihadist 
rule must spread over Syria 
after the ouster of Bashar al- 
Assad, the head of the hard¬ 
line rebel Al-Nusra Front said 
on Friday, accusing Washing¬ 
ton of seeking to keep the 
president in power. 

Al-Nusra, blacklisted by 
Washington as a terror outfit, 
has claimed responsibility for 
the majority of deadly suicide 
bombings in Syria's 21- 
month conflict. 

Its fighters, many of 
whom are foreigners, have 
also played a major part in 
battlefield gains made by the 
rebels in the northwest in re¬ 
cent months. 

In an audio tape posted 
online on Friday the head of 
the group, Abu Mohammed 
Al-Jawlani, said clearly — 
and repeatedly — that Is¬ 
lamists must rule in post- 
Assad Syria. 

"The fall of the regime 
will leave a vacuum and you 
are the best placed to fill that 
void," Jawlani said, address¬ 
ing his fighters. 

Power must go to the "mu- 
jahedeen", he said. 

In his message, entitled 
"People of Syria, we sacrifice 


our souls for you," Jawlani 
told Syrians: "We have of¬ 
fered you our blood in de¬ 
fending your religion and 
your lands, and will continue 
to sacrifice ourselves one 
after the other. 

"We will continue to make 
sacrifices so that the Syrian 
people can recover their pride 
and well-being that have 
been taken from them, until 
they can live under the ban¬ 
ner (of Islam)... ruled by 
shura (principles of Islam)," 
he added. 

Jawlani insisted that those 
who shed their blood in the 
fight against the regime of 
Assad, who hails from the 
minority Alawite community, 
an offshoot of Shiite Islam, 
must reap the rewards with¬ 
out foreign intervention. 

"This blood which was 
shed to emerge from oppres¬ 
sion... should not be lost in 
the darkness of the West. He 
who sows must harvest the 
fruits," he said. 

Jawlani lashed out at the 
international community, par¬ 
ticularly the United States, 
accused it of seeking to keep 
Assad in power. 


Indian gang-rape victim dies in 
Singapore: hospital 


SINGAPORE (AFP) - An In¬ 
dian gang-rape victim died 
Saturday in Singapore after 
suffering from severe organ 
failure, the hospital treating 
her said. 

"We are very sad to report 
that the patient passed away 
peacefully at 4.45 am (local 
time) on 29 Dec 2012," 
Kelvin Foh, the chief execu¬ 
tive of Mount Elizabeth Hos¬ 
pital, said in a statement. 

"Her family and officials 
from the High Commission 
of India were by her side. The 
Mount Elizabeth Hospital 
team of doctors, nurses and 
staff join her family in 
mourning her loss." 


Home Minister Shinde 
said Delhi police would soon 
launch a drive to recruit more 
female officers as a confi¬ 
dence-building measure. 

"Every police station 
should have women police 
personnel," the minister said. 

The Indian state of West 
Bengal, which is run by a 
woman chief minister, on Fri¬ 
day promised 65 all-female 
police stations. 

The Delhi gang-rape has 
shone the spotlight on a 
crime that occurs on a daily 
basis in India, with most such 
assaults taking place in rural 
areas. 



Traders toast one another with champagne on the last day 
of trading for 2012 at the Frankfurt Stock Exchange on De¬ 
cember 28, 2012 in Frankfurt, Germany. The DAX index of 
Germany's largest corporations finished the year at over 
7,500, which represents a strong increase for the year. At 
the same time one year ago the index stood at just under 
6 , 000 . 



Italy's Monti to lead centrist coalition 
in February polls 


ROME (AFP) - Italy's care¬ 
taker Prime Minister Mario 
Monti said Friday that he will 
contest February elections at 
the head of a centrist coali¬ 
tion, driving a wedge be¬ 
tween centre-left and 
centre-right parties. 

"I agree to assume the role 
of head of the coalition, and I 
will commit myself to guar¬ 
anteeing the success of this 
operation," Monti said after 
meeting for four hours with 
representatives of centrist 
groups and civic organisa¬ 
tions. 

Monti, 69, announced a 
week ago that he would step 
down after 13 months at the 
head of an unelected team of 
technocrats that was ap¬ 
pointed to steer Italy out of a 
financial crisis that could have 
had dire consequences for the 
entire 17-nation eurozone. 

Technically, as an Italian 
senator for life, the former 
European commissioner can¬ 
not himself run for office, but 
is in a position to be renamed 
prime minister if a party or 
coalition he supports wins the 
vote on February 24-25. 

Monti is seen as a way of 
preventing scandal-tainted 
former premier Silvio Berlus¬ 
coni from returning to power 
and undoing hard-won re¬ 
forms. 


In a Senate hall — and not 
at the seat of government — 
Monti said Friday he was 
"not creating a new party" but 
an alliance to have various 
groups that already back his 
programme "To Change Italy, 
To Reform Europe" work to¬ 
gether. 

Ahead of the February 
election groups backing 
Monti in the Senate will form 
a single list named "Monti 
Agenda for Italy", he said. 

In the lower-house Cham¬ 
ber of Deputies several lists 
will have to group together. 

Monti said he would 
check electoral lists closely to 


exclude would-be candidates 
who have had issues with the 
courts. 

The "Monti Agenda" pro¬ 
poses to cut public funds for 
political parties and parlia¬ 
mentary groups, and also in¬ 
cludes measures to make 
more room for women and 
environmental issues. 

Monti could bar the route 
for Berlusconi, who is run¬ 
ning for the premiership for 
the sixth time in 18 years, but 
who is now isolated on the 
right side of the political 
spectrum with support from 
anti-tax and anti-euro fac¬ 
tions. 
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Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00-11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 
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Poker Room* § 


Open 11am - 11pm 
Simulcast of all mayor U.S. tracks 
Thoroughbred & Harness 

No Charge on Winner 

Poker Tournament 
Nightly 


International News 


Russia urges Assad 
to talk to opposition 


MOSCOW (AFP) - Russia, 
the only world power with 
close ties to the Syrian regime, 
urged President Bashar al- 
Assad on Friday to talk to the 
opposition as Moscow itself 
put out feelers that received a 
cold reception from the rebels. 

The new pressure on Assad 
came as Moscow revved up its 
bid to save a tattered peace 
process by first hosting a top 
Damascus envoy and then 
planning for a meeting today 
with Syria peace mediator 
Lakhdar Brahimi. 

Russia also invited the head 
of the opposition National 
Coalition for talks in either 
Moscow or a regional capital - 
- the Kremlin's first contact 
with a group formed in No¬ 
vember and recognised by the 
West as the sole legitimate rep¬ 
resentative of Syrians. 

But Moscow still views 
Assad as the legitimate leader, 
and its outreach to the regime's 
opponents received a cool re¬ 
sponse from National Coali¬ 
tion chief Ahmed Moaz 


al-Khatib who rejected the in¬ 
vitation to Moscow, accusing 
Russia of interference. 

The fast-paced but tricky 
diplomacy came as rebels 
pounded the Wadi Deif army 
base, one of the government's 
dwindling number of outposts 
in the northwest, the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights 
said. 

Rebels on the ground said 
the jihadist Al-Nusra Front, 
blacklisted by Washington as a 
terror outfit, was leading the 
offensive. 

The West lacks direct ac¬ 
cess to Assad and needs Russia 
to convince him that his 
regime's days are numbered 
and that he cannot hang on to 
power through force alone. 

In recent weeks, Moscow 
appears to have distanced itself 
from the rulers of what was its 
last big ally in the Middle East. 
President Vladimir Putin has 
twice this month said that 
Moscow has no intention of 
propping up Assad. 


Murders hit new record 
in Venezuela: NGO 


CARACAS (AFP) 
Venezuela, already the most 
violent country in South Amer¬ 
ica, recorded a new high of al¬ 
most 21,000 murders in 2012, 
a non-governmental organiza¬ 
tion that monitors crime here 
said Thursday. 

"We can conservatively es¬ 
timate that 2012 will end with 
21,692 deceased victims of vi¬ 
olence, a rate of 73 deaths per 
100,000 inhabitants," the 
Venezuelan Violence Observa¬ 
tory said in its annual report. 

"During 2012 there was a 
widespread increase of violence 
in Venezuela... despite the vari¬ 
ous measures taken by the gov¬ 
ernment," the group said. 

Venezuela was already con¬ 
sidered the most violent coun¬ 
try in South America, with 50 
homicides per 100,000 inhabi¬ 
tants last year, a total of 14,092 
murders, according to official 
government figures in 2011. 

The Observatory, which put 


the 2011 figure at 19,336 -- a 
rate of 67 murders per 100,000 
inhabitants — said 2012 had 
seen another 12 percent rise. 
No officials figures have been 
published yet for this year. 

Unlike other Latin Ameri¬ 
can countries, Venezuela is not 
in the throes of a drug war or 
battling guerrillas. 

Between nine and 15 mil¬ 
lion legal and illegal weapons 
were in circulation in a country 
of almost 29 million people, 
according to official figures 
from 2009. 

President Hugo Chavez has 
admitted Venezuela has a "se¬ 
rious" crime problem. The 
government created a national 
police force in 2009 and last 
year it launched special secu¬ 
rity operations and a disarma¬ 
ment program. 

Maduro issued his first de¬ 
cree on Thursday, extending a 
job security measure to all 
workers. 


US teachers take up arms to 
prevent mass shootings 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Sev¬ 
eral US states are considering 
allowing school teachers to 
carry weapons, and educators, 
determined not to allow a re¬ 
peat of the Newtown mas¬ 
sacre, are flocking to training 
sessions. 

As gun control advocates 
try to outlaw military-style as¬ 
sault weapons and high-capac¬ 
ity magazines, gun 
enthusiasts, backed by the 
powerful National Rifle Asso¬ 
ciation (NRA), are taking a 
very different approach. 

The gun lobby argues that 
there is no way to stop crazy 
or evil people doing bad things 
and so the only sure-fire way 


to prevent mass shootings like 
the one at Sandy Hook ele¬ 
mentary is to take down the 
shooter. 

In a rare press conference 
one week after 20-year-old 
Adam Lanza shot dead 20 six- 
and seven-year-olds and six 
adults with a Bushmaster AR- 
15 assault rifle, the NRA 
called for armed guards in 
every school in the country. 

But in Utah, one of the 
handful of American states 
that currently allows people to 
carry licensed concealed 
weapons into public schools, 
many teachers are unwilling to 
wait and see which political 
argument wins out. 


In response to Newtown, 
the Utah Shooting Sports 
Council (US SC) waived its fee 
on Thursday for educators 
wanting to participate in train¬ 
ing sessions to gain permits to 
carry concealed weapons. 

More than half of the 
roughly 400 education profes¬ 
sionals that showed an interest 
had to be turned away because 
there wasn't enough room on 
the course. 

While teachers train them¬ 
selves to try to stop the next 
Lanza, state officials like Ari¬ 
zona Attorney General Tom 
Horne are busily crafting leg¬ 
islation to make sure they can 
legally do so. 
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Appetizer: 

MOZZARELLA DI CAPRI 
Fresh mozzarella cheese with tomato and basil 
OR 

INSALATACESARE 

Romaine lettuce mixed with a dressing of vegetable oil, 
eggs, anchovies, mustard, 

balsamic vinegar and Parmesan Cheese topped with croutons 

OR 

CARPACCIO ALA CIPRIANI SU UN LETTO DI RUGHETTA 
Beef Tenderloin thinly sliced marinated with shaved 
* 0 \h\ v parmesan cheese, on a bed of arugula 

[Dinner seating betWeen 6:30FM - 8:30 PM 

1 —- Mam Course: 

VEAL CHOP 

A 12 oz boned grilled veal chop served with our excellent 
porcini mushrooms and fresh mushroom sauce 
OR 

TORTELLINISALMOME AL FARO BIANCO 
Our famous Tortellini with Smoked Salmon 
OR 

FILETTO DI PESCE AL FRATE 
Fish fillet with fresh rosemary, olive oil and white wine baked 
with a layer of thinly sliced potatoes 
OR 

OSSOBUCCO DI VITELLO CON RISOTTO MILANESE 
Veal Ossobucco (shank) stewed with red wine, parsley, 
rosemary, oregano, 

onions and lemon juice served with our Special cheese risotto. 


Dessert: 

PANNA COTTA CON CIOCCOLATO CALDO 
Twentieth Century Custard with Hot Chocolate 
OR 

T1RAMISU AMARETTT 
Sponge cake soaked in Marsala wine Amaretto and rum, 
topped with Amaretto Cookies, Italian Mascarpone cheese 


For reservations please call us 
v 5860786 
or email us at 
faroblanco@setarnetaw 
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Health & 
Living 


Madonna 
builds ten 
schools in 
Malawi 


Same-sex marriage and adoption factfile 


PARIS (AFP) - As French 
government ministers pre¬ 
pare to approve a draft law on 
gay marriage and adoption, 
below is a breakdown of sim¬ 
ilar legislation around the 
world: 

- NETHERLANDS: On 
April 1, 2001, Holland be¬ 
came the first country in the 
world to legalise same-sex 
marriage. Includes the right 
to adoption. 

- BELGIUM: Homosexual 
couples in Belgium won the 
right to marry in June 2003 
and in April 2006 parliament 
voted into law a bill allowing 
homosexual couples to adopt 
children. 


- SPAIN: In July 2005, 
Spain became the third Euro¬ 
pean Union state to pass a 
law allowing same-sex mar¬ 
riages. Gay couples can adopt 
children. 

- CANADA: The law al¬ 
lowing gay couples to marry 
and adopt children came into 
force in July 2005. 

- SOUTH AFRICA: In No¬ 
vember 2006 became the first 
African country to legalise 
same-sex marriage. Gay cou¬ 
ples can also adopt. 

- NORWAY: A January 
2009 law allowed homosexu¬ 
als to marry and adopt chil¬ 
dren and permitted lesbians 
to be artificially inseminated. 


- SWEDEN: Sweden's ho¬ 
mosexuals have been allowed 
to wed in religious or civil 
ceremonies since May 2009. 
Gay couples have been able 
to adopt since 2002. 

- PORTUGAL : Under a 
June 1, 2010 law Portugal le¬ 
galised gay marriage, while 
excluding the right to adop¬ 
tion. 

- ICELAND: In June 2010 
a new law legalising homo¬ 
sexual marriages came into 
force. Adoption has been pos¬ 
sible since 2006. 

- ARGENTINA: On July 
15, 2010 a bill that legalizes 
same-sex marriage came into 
force — a Latin American 
first. Homosexual couples 


can adopt children. 

Two countries allow gay 
marriage on part of their ter¬ 
ritory: the United States, in 
the states of Iowa, Connecti¬ 
cut, Massachusetts, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, New York 
and the capital Washington 
DC; and Mexico in the fed¬ 
eral capital. 

Other countries have 
adopted legislation on civil 
partnerships, notably Den¬ 
mark (1989), France (1999), 
Germany (2001), Finland 
(2002), New Zealand (2004), 
Britain (2005), the Czech Re¬ 
public (2006), Switzerland 
(2007), Uruguay, Colombia 
and Ireland (2011). 


BLANTYRE, Malawi (AFP) 
Former Material Girl 
Madonna has built 10 primary 
schools in Malawi this year, 
her charity announced Friday. 

Two years after abandoning 
a $15 million girls academy, 
the pop diva said projects this 
year would educate 4,871 chil¬ 
dren in the tiny southern 
African country. 

The projects were carried 
out by her charity Raising 
Malawi and the global non¬ 
profit buildOn. 

"The fact that more than 
4,800 children in Malawi will 
get to go to school next year is 
a tremendous step forward for 
their individual growth and the 
growth of Malawi," Madonna 
said 

The schools, which had 
been scheduled to be built over 
18 months, were completed six 
months ahead of schedule. 

The charity said six of the 
schools are already in use and 
all 10 would be up and running 
in January 2013 for the first 
day of school in the New Year. 

Madonna is no stranger to 
Malawi. 

In 2006 she adopted toddler 
David Banda under controver¬ 
sial circumstances and two 
years later adopted another 
child, Mercy James. 

Her charity, Raising 
Malawi, has poured millions 
of dollars in support of orphan¬ 
ages and a network of orphan 
care service providers. 

Malawi is ranked by the UN 
Human Development Index as 
one of the world's 20 least de¬ 
veloped countries and 39 per¬ 
cent of its 13 million citizens 
live below the poverty line, on 
less than a dollar a day. 





selling now 


exclusive condominiums 


J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 224 
Oranjestad • Aruba 

297.587-5300 

297.732-0000 

sales@o-eaglebeacharuba.com 
www.o-eaglebeacharu ba .com 



BEAUTIFUL LOUNGE AREA 


BEACHTENNIS 


VIP BOTTLE SERVICE 


POOL WITH POOLBAR 


8 TV WITH ALL SPORTS CHANNELS 


DELICIOUS FINGER FOODS 


EVERY DAYHAPPY HOUR FROM 
12PM TILL 1PM AND 5PM TILL 7 PM 
2 FOR 1 ON ALL PREMIUM DRINKS! 


FOR RESERVATIONS 
CALL: 280-9967 

.» T 


WEBSITE: ARUBASAMDBAR.COM 
f FACEBOOK: BRICKELL BAY SANDBEACHLOUNGE 


AND MUCH MORE 
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Grand Cafe 


..is looking for you!! 



Waiter/ Waitress/ Bartender 
We are looking for an expierenced 
allround service employee who is 
service and sales orientated. 

Are you that outgoing person who can 
handle stress, and is looking for a great 
place to work? Then probably we are 
searching for you!! 


Cook 

We are looking for an independently operating 
cook with at least 3 years experience. 

Are you that flexible person who can handle 
stress, and have the knowledge about how to 
work with haccp? Then probably you found 
already your new job in a great team!! 

Spanish or papiamento have our preference. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION APPLY BY 5864747 ( Ricardo or Hans) OR PASS BY AT GRAND CAFE REMBRANDT 
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Sci-Tech 


Mobile Internet forcing computers to evolve 
- Focus 



- The shift to smartphones and 
tablets became a landslide this 
year, crushing desire for lap¬ 
top computers and pressuring 
manufacturers to adapt to the 
mobile Internet era. 

The trend promised to gain 
momentum in 2013, with peo¬ 
ple using handheld gadgets to 
remain connected to the Web 
on the go and switching to so¬ 
phisticated systems in homes 
or offices. 

"Tablets will not kill PCs 
(personal computers)," For¬ 
rester Research analyst Frank 
Gillett told AFP. "Tablets will 
force them to evolve." 

Signs that the evolution is 
underway include Microsoft 
overhauling Windows to 
synch the world's most widely 
used computer operating sys¬ 
tem with tablets and smart¬ 
phones as well as desktops and 
laptops. 

Microsoft is even selling its 
own Surface tablet based on 
the Windows 8 software re¬ 
leased in October. 

"I don't think the PC is 
going away," said analyst Rob 
Enderle of Enderle Group in 
Silicon Valley. 

"What is clear is we are 
going through some turmoil; 
the market is resetting itself 
around new products." 


While people opt for 
tablets instead of laptops for 
computing on the move, they 
will yearn for bigger screens 
and more processing power 
when they settle down for 
"real work," according to an¬ 
alysts. 

"Your tablet can do so 
much that fewer people need 
laptops, but when you get to 
your desktop you want some¬ 
thing that contrasts signifi¬ 
cantly from your tablet," 
Gillett said. "I think we will 
ultimately see the reinvention 
of PCs." 

Gillett described a future in 
which people go seamlessly 
from working on mobile de¬ 
vices to desktop stations 
where tablets can be docked 
and augmented with sensors, 
processors, bigger screens and 
more. He refers to the concept 
as "frames" for computing. 

The analyst contends that 
the limping economy is 
among factors behind a tem¬ 
porary lull in PC purchases 
destined to end as people "go 
through this illusion they will 
do it all on a tablet and realize 
they can't." 

"Tablets will substitute for 
some, even many, laptops but 
because a tablet can't do as 
much as a laptop it will even¬ 


tually stimulate PC sales," 
Gillett reasoned. 

"What ultimately happens 
here is that the laptop and 
desktop get rethought and re¬ 
invented for a tablet world." 

The market for tablets and 
smartphones is red-hot, leav¬ 
ing the PC as an afterthought 
for many. Microsoft, which 
was the biggest tech firm in 
2009 because of its dominant 
Windows operating system for 
PCs, has fallen behind Apple 
and is struggling to remain a 
major force amid gains by 
Google and Amazon. 

Onetime giants like 
Hewlett-Packard and Dell are 
struggling amid sluggish de¬ 
mand as sales of tablet com¬ 


puters and other devices surge. 

However, Enderle pointed 
out, China-based Lenovo is 
thriving by selling the gamut 
of computing devices. 

"Lenovo is showing suc¬ 
cess in all categories, support¬ 
ing the notion that while the 
market has more products it is 
all still personal computing," 
Enderle said. 

Research firm IDC projects 
global PC sales this year of 
367 million, up just a fraction 
of a percent from 2011 and 
marking the second consecu¬ 
tive year of growth below two 
percent. ABI Research pre¬ 
dicts tablet computers will 
overtake notebook PCs by 
2016. 


Roger Kay of Endpoint 
Technologies Associates said 
that the PC "still is pretty rel¬ 
evant" but "not the center of 
the computing universe." 

"I think people are going 
to choose a pantheon of de¬ 
vices, and all of these are 
connected through the 
cloud... so the user is now the 
center of the tech universe." 

More than 32 million 
tablets were shipped world¬ 
wide in the third quarter of 
2012, a 75 percent increase 
from the same period a year 
earlier, according to Future- 
source Consulting. 

Futuresource projected that 
global tablet shipments this 
year would hit 137 million 
units and nearly triple during 
the coming five years. 

"We're seeing significant 
industry growth across all key 
world territories, with the ma¬ 
jority of tablet market activity 
still originating from con¬ 
sumer purchases," said Simon 
Bryant of Futuresource. 

Part of the success of tablets 
was attributed to the average 
price dropping below $400, 
due in large part to competi¬ 
tion between device makers 
using free Android operating 
software from Google. 
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FREE Coverage on our website: 


www.themorningnewsaruba.com 



CROSSWORD 


NOT QUITE UP 


ACROSS 

formations 

60. Plug part 

9. 

American 

1. Measles 

30. Not by any 

61. Minute 


League 

symptom 

means 

measure 


member 

5. Music or 

32. Type of milk 

62. Moves 

io. 

Dairy babies 

painting 

34. Oblivious 

surrepti¬ 

11. 

J.C. of golf 

8. Holliday et al. 

36. Sondheim’s 

tiously 

12. 

“Outstand¬ 

12. Depended 

“_ Woods” 

63. Black hole. 


ing!,” in tbe 

14. _ Bingle 

40. _ oxide 

once 


’90s 

(Crosby’s 

42. Hard fats 

64. Candidate, for 

13. 

Was overly 

nickname) 

43. Greek island 

short 


fond of 

15. Algerian 

45. Honorary 

65. Inattentive 

20. 

Hole enlarger 

seaport 

degree: abbr. 


23. 

Wilbur and 

16. Slowly, to 

47. Actress 

DOWN 


Nasb, e.g. 


Mehta 

17. Roman 551 

18. Artifice 

19. In the 
current’s 
direction 

21. Certain Chevy 

22. Itsy-bitsy 

23. Lost color 

24. Happy 

28. Tie recipient 
in dune 

29. Volcanic 


Harper 

48. Domains 

49. Absconds 

51. Plays the 
horses 

52. The servants, 
on a PBS 
series 

57. Prepare copy 

58. Cosell’s 
favorite boxer 

59. German ruler, 
before 1918 


1. Change the 
decor 

2. “All things by 

_ divine” 

(Shelley) 

3. Aries or Leo, 
e.g. 

4. Caper 

5. Contract 
supplements 

6. Convey 

7. Flab-free 

8. Impoverished 


■43 

44 


48 




51 




57 




60 




63 
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11 

15 




18 
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24. Oxlike 
antelope 

25. Chaney of ■ 
horror films 

26. “dust as I 
suspected!” 

27. Maine native 

29. Packing box: 

abbr. 

31. Tom of 
“Mystery 
Men” 

33. Rock growth 

35. Itinerary 
abbr. 

37. Driving 
mound 

38. Altitudes: 
abbr. 

39. Curvaceous 
member of 
the alphabet 

41. Spite 

43. Charge 
account 

44. Acne medicine 

46. Work tables 

48. Is an 
accomplice 

49. Book page 

50. Prim 

52. Clammy 

53. Radar, to Col. 
Potter 

54. _ de Pinos, 

Cuba 

55. Snorkeling 
spot 

56. Grads-to-be: 
abbr. 

r -- 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS* 

DEC 29 - JAN 05 


O’stad : ‘ Trupiaal N.V. ’ - S.N. ‘ San Lucas N.V. 




Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 

Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


Sudoku 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Textile & notions, 

Article for kitchen, 

Bath and bedroom and more. 


Menswear, 
boyswearand more 


Aruba’s One And Only Department Store 


Mainstreet PowntowM Aruba^, 


^#Ladie$, girls fLc 

^^and baby wear 4 s| 
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price* 
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»Office, Luggages and 
sporting gear. 

Comming soon Cafetaria! 

Tel:5822120 Caya G.F Betico Croes 3 In the beginning of the mainstreet 
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Finance 


Tighter EU rules on 
budgets, deficits in 


force Jan 


Obama, top lawmakers meet 
on cliff edge 



BRUSSELS (AFP) - The EU's 
’fiscal compact,’ a hard-won 
step towards tighter economic 
coordination agreed as part of 
efforts to tame the debilitating 
debt crisis, comes into effect 
yesterday. 

Finalised in March, 25 of the 
27 EU member states accepted 
a 'balanced budget rule' in the 
compact to ensure that govern¬ 
ments would no longer run the 
massive budget deficits which 
drove the debt crisis and nearly 
sank the euro. 

The Fiscal Stability Treaty 
also laid down penalties for 
those who breached the rules 
to limit deficits and debt, pro¬ 
viding for a degree of central 
EU oversight to keep miscre¬ 
ants in line. 

Notably, the balanced 
budget provision has to be 
written into national law, and 
preferably, enshrined in the na- 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Face- 
book shares fell Friday after a 
report said its photo-sharing 
app Instagram had lost mil¬ 
lions of users following the re¬ 
lease of planned policy 
changes since dropped on an 
outcry from users. 

According to audience 
trackerAppData.com, over the 
past week the number of daily 
Instagram users fell by 3.5 mil¬ 
lion to an average of 12.4 mil¬ 
lion users per day. 

Facebook shares sank about 
2.5 percent lower in early 
trade, before rebounding to 
$25.71 in the early afternoon, 
off 1.2 percent. 

Earlier this month, Insta¬ 
gram backed off planned pol¬ 
icy changes that appeared to 


i 

tional constitution, to make it 
very hard to change or get 
around in future. 

British Prime Minister 
David Cameron famously re¬ 
fused to sign up to what Lon¬ 
don saw as a further 
encroachment by Brussels on a 
key national right to set taxa¬ 
tion and spending priorities. 
He was joined by a sceptical 
Czech Republic. 

The treaty required ratifica¬ 
tion by 12 eurozone member 
states and with Finland doing 
so last week, it will now come 
into force on January 1, the EU 
said in a statement. 

The treaty "is a key element 
in the overall positive balance 
sheet for the year ... but it is 
important that other measures 
follow," he said, referring to 
other steps recently agreed to 
more closely integrate the eu¬ 
rozone. 


clear the way for the mobile 
photo sharing service to sell 
pictures without compensa¬ 
tion, amid protests from users. 

Changes to the privacy pol¬ 
icy and terms of service had in¬ 
cluded wording that appeared 
to allow people's pictures to be 
used by advertisers at Insta¬ 
gram or Facebook worldwide, 
royalty-free. 

Twitter and Instagram fo¬ 
rums buzzed over the phrasing, 
as users debated whether to 
delete their accounts before the 
new rules kicked in. 

Facebook acquired Insta¬ 
gram earlier this year. The 
original price was pegged at $1 
billion but the final value was 
less because of a decline in the 
social network's share price. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Pres¬ 
ident Barack Obama Friday 
sought a late deal to stop the US 
economy tumbling off a "fiscal 
cliff next week, gathering top 
congressional leaders for 
crunch White House talks. 

Obama is trying to broker a 
deal to avert huge tax increases 
and spending cuts due to come 
into force as the year turns on 
Tuesday, as dysfunctional Wash¬ 
ington reluctantly works through 
a disrupted holiday period. 

A sense of building crisis 
was exacerbated by sliding 
stock prices on Wall Street as 
the political stalemate threat¬ 
ened a set off chain reactions 
that could drive America back 
into recession and rattle the 
global economy. 

Obama met top Republicans, 
House Speaker John Boehner 
and Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, and top De¬ 
mocrats, Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid and House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, 
in the Oval Office. 

But with time so short, the 
last-ditch talks to head off a 
$500 billion fiscal time bomb 
due to detonate on January 1 
appeared unlikely to forge a 
permanent solution on a long¬ 
term deficit reduction deal. 

Instead, Obama, now bank¬ 
ing on a stopgap solution after 
talks on a grand debt and tax 
bargain with Boehner failed, 
wants taxes on American fami¬ 
lies earning more than 
$250,000 a year to go up but to 
spare the middle class. 

Obama will not make a new 


offer to Republicans, a source 
familiar with the meeting said, 
adding that the president would 
ask for an extension of expiring 
unemployment insurance for 
two million people. 

He will also tell Republicans 
that if they cannot come up 
with a counter-proposal to avert 
the fiscal cliff they must allow 
his plan to come up for a vote 
in both chambers of Congress, 
the source said. 

Such a scenario would leave 
Republicans in a tough political 
spot as if they refuse, it would 
be easy for the White House to 
blame them for the economy 
toppling over the cliff. 

It is not clear whether the 
Obama plan would avert mas¬ 
sive spending cuts due to come 
into force on January 1, and 
does not deal with his request to 
raise the $ 16 trillion ceiling on 
government borrowing. 

Republicans want to extend 
George W. Bush-era tax cuts 
due to expire on Tuesday for 
everyone and accuse the presi¬ 
dent of failing to offer mean¬ 
ingful spending cuts in a 
bargain in return for them 
agreeing to raise revenues. 

Some top lawmakers clung 
to hope. 

But Republican Senator Bob 
Corker complained Obama and 
Democrats in Congress had 
balked at cutting spending on 
key social programs weighing 
on the budget, and inflating the 
deficit, accusing them of a 
"total dereliction of duty." 

Obama broke off his vaca¬ 
tion in Hawaii in search of a 


last-minute deal and Boehner 
called the House back to work 
on Sunday. 

The president's scaled-down 
solution calls for an extension 
of tax cuts for people earning 
less than $250,000, and an ex¬ 
tension of unemployment ben¬ 
efits before a wider effort to 
trim the deficit next year. 

But it is doubtful the package 
could pass the House as restive 
conservatives last week re¬ 
buked Boehner by rejecting his 
fallback plan which would have 
raised taxes on people earning 
$1 million. 

While each side must for the 
sake of appearances be seen to 
be seeking a deal, the easiest 
way out of the mess might be to 
allow the economy to go over 
the cliff, but to fix the problem 
in the first few days of next year. 

In that scenario, Republicans, 
who are philosophically op¬ 
posed to raising taxes, could 
back a bill to lower the newly 
raised rates on almost all Amer¬ 
icans, thus sidestepping the 
stigma of raising taxes. 

Recent polls show a majority 
of Americans back Obama's 
handling of the crisis, and would 
blame Republicans for a failure 
to fix it, so the president could 
get a short-term political boost 
from an early deal next year. 

Should the stalemate linger 
however, the crisis would cloud 
the early months of Obama's 
second term, would dent his 
popularity and could detract 
from his key political goals like 
immigration reform and gun 
control. 


Facebook stocks lower as 
Instagram loses users 
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Gold Coast Aruba: This is the time to invest 



- Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island’s newest and 
most innovative gated com¬ 
munity, reports that sales have 
been very good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
purchase vacation homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Director of Sales, Fito Croes 
has noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage of owners in reality do 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold Coast’s 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island,” 
he remarked, “but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations. Gold Coast is 
in the heart of Malmok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba’s most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time. It is only 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 
away; we are very pleased by 


the response to our concept.” 

Fito, with his sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years. “Gold 
Coast Aruba is the jewel in our 
crown,” observes Fito. “We 
were very excited about this 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own home in Aruba con¬ 
tributed to the realization of 
Gold Coast Aruba which when 
complete will be a community 


of 260 town homes, villas and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas , The Clubhouse is 
about to start construction and 
will offer to the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis courts, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex¬ 
pected to be complete by early 
2013. It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those taking 
advantage of the on site man¬ 
agement’s rental services pro¬ 
gram. There is always a great 
demand for Aruba and facili¬ 


ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, airy and spacious, taking 
full advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes. 
An elegant and chic furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finishing the decor to their 
specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 


least is the future value of the 
investment. To further en¬ 
hance this, Gold Coast man¬ 
agement have inaugurated a 
number of in-house services 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world’s largest network of 
vacation ownership properties 
which provides an unlimited 
international pool of investors 
to tap for ownership and rental 
prospects. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation is also available 
through the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation. Gold Coast’s 
own rental services have also 
proven highly successful in as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
villas; 24-hour security and 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when it is time to 
make a decision. Aside from 
all this, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnership 
with AVIS car rental are also 
available as well as pre-shop¬ 
ping services so cupboards 
and refrigerators are stocked 
upon arrival, which can also 
be arranged through their 
property management depart¬ 
ment. Personnel are also avail¬ 
able to assist in arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities. 

Visit their website: www. 
goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 586-2200 to arrange a 
personal tour. 


You can't leave Aruba without your 
arubianas ” One Happy Flip Flops ” 


—Arubianas represents Aru- 
bian culture in a line of 
unique “ One Happy flip 
flops “ paired with a collec¬ 
tion of Chiffon and Silk re- 
sort-wear tunics, kaftans and 
sarong skirts printed with the 
same flip flops images. 

The arubianas flip flops 
have the flags and images of 
different countries on, so our 
tourists may buy them as sou¬ 
venirs, expressing their indi¬ 
vidual identity,making them 
happy and comfortable. 

Arubianas flip flops are 
designed with original au¬ 
thentic of Aruba’s fauna and 
flora- showing off our own 
local Shoco (Owl), iguanas, 
and snakes, then animal 
prints such as zebra with 
turquoise, army print and 
tribal images. The arubian 
authentic images were taken 
around our beautiful island, 



at special spots like 
Bushiribana, Arashi, 

Fontein, Dos Play a, Colony, 
Lago Heights, Ayo Rock For¬ 
mations, in Sta Cruz...and 
many more.. 

Simultaneously, the Aru¬ 
bianas flip flops is revealing 
the line of USA, Canada, 
Brazil, Colombia, Venezuela, 
the Netherlands and of 
course, the Arubian flag!! 

Arubianas Flip Flops are 
Available at: 

Wine & Spirit, The Jug¬ 
gling Fish at Playa Linda Re¬ 
sort, San Marina Palm Beach 
Plaza & Oranjestad, Dshop 
(Dianleri), La Boutique 
Paseo Herencia, De Wit 
Stores, arubianas kiosk at 
Royal Plaza, Larimar Spa, 
Tropical Breeze Radisson, 
Tradewinds Westin and Trop¬ 
ical Market Marriott Ocean 
Club....more soon! 
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www.rexaruba.com 
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Buster’s is back in Eagle 

Beach at Trop Casino 


Eat like a local at 
The Queen's 
restaurant at 
Palm Beach Plaza 


A whopping cheese nachos w/chicken dish 


—Fans of Aruba’s favorite 
sports bar are happy to hear 
that Buster’s Garage has relo¬ 
cated to the restaurant/bar 
space inside Trop Casino. 
Now Eagle Beach resort 
guests have a great place for 
a bargain-priced breakfast or 
a bucket of beer while rooting 
for the team of their choice. 

Buster’s has that great, 
homey feel of settling in to 
enjoy a game with buddies, 
greatly due to the warmth and 
enthusiasm of owner Rusty. 
He takes pride in making pa¬ 
trons feel welcome. “If some¬ 
body really needs to watch 
their home team on the field, 
we’ll be happy to put it on for 
them,” he confidently assured 
us. 

“We have 3 satellite 
dishes with separate pack¬ 


ages to pick up every station 
imaginable. If there is a game 
going on out there some¬ 
where, we’ll find it.” 

With giant screens every¬ 
where throughout the joint, 
there isn’t a bad seat in the 


pizza and main courses range 
from $11 to $15. 

Aside from the games and 
the gambling, patrons can ex¬ 
pect great entertainment three 
nights weekly with one of 
Aruba’s most popular trios, 
“Threesome.’ There are also 
some wild times getting ac¬ 
quainted with Rusty’s Beer 
Pong, the Drinking Game of 
Champions. Win or lose, 
players always end up with a 
smile on their face. 

This family friendly place, 
with air hockey and video 
games for the kids, along 
with a special menu for 
young ones, is open 7 days a 
week from 7:30 AM until 
1:00 AM for late night snack¬ 
ing and fun. 


Threesome, takes care of the entertainment 


Varella, Luisa and the next generation of chef 


Grandma’s clasic Stew beef with Rice and Potato salad 


—An elegant decor with a 
breezy terrace overlooking 
Palm Beach welcomes guests 
to Varella Innocencia’s very 
popular restaurant showcasing 
authentic local cuisine: 

The Queen’s. 

They may have moved 
from Oranjestad to hipper new 
digs in Palm Beach Plaza, but 
the food and prices are strictly 
native, which is what first won 
this charming eatery their 
loyal clientele. Varella’s mom, 
Luisa, is still in the kitchen, 
conjuring up the delicious 
dishes that have been in her 
family for generations, ac¬ 
knowledged on the menu with 
items such as “Carni Stoba di 
Mamachi”-“Grandma’s Beef 
Stew,” and their Arawak 
Steak, along with local delica¬ 
cies like Keshi Yena -“Full 
Cheese.” This is a tasty, filling 
stew of chicken, with other in¬ 
gredients that are handy that 
day, all incased in a thick skin 
of melted Gouda. It was very 
satisfying and particularly 
memorable paired with The 
Queen’s garlic bread and very 
special Pica, a mix of chopped 
onions and the famous local 
hot pepper, Madame Janette. 
Not overly spicy, it lends that 
perfect bit of tang to this deli¬ 
ciously picturesque meal. 


One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorporat¬ 
ing unique indigenous ingredi¬ 
ents such as in Wild Cucumber 
Stew and a particular light fish 
chowder accompanied by the 
local specialties pan bati (corn 
meal pancake) and funchi (the 
local version of polenta.) 

.Seafood main courses for 
Catch of the Day Aruban Style 
to shrimp and a mixed 
seafood platter with shrimp, 
fish, squid, scallops and mus¬ 
sels. Meat dishes such as BBQ 
Chicken and Ribs or Grilled 
Tenderloin, each including a 
choice of 2 side dishes; all 
quite yummy and bargain- 
priced to boot! 

The Queen’s is located on 
the second level of Palm 
Beach Plaza, tucked into a 
cozy corner at the front of the 
mall. If you have a mind to try 
the real deal in Aruban food, 
without a doubt, this is the 
way to truly eat like a local. 
They are open from 11:00 AM 
to 11:00 PM, daily, offering in¬ 
door and outdoor dining. 
Aside from an extensive menu 
they also have daily specials 
made from whatever is in sea¬ 
son and Mama Luisa is in the 
mood to prepare, so don’t for¬ 
get to ask about what isn’t on 
the menu! 


The home of the Beer Pong drinking game 


house. Aside from their all 
day menu of game-watching 
favorites, they also feature a 
hearty breakfast menu. The 
“Grand Slam Platter” in¬ 
cludes eggs any style, pan¬ 
cakes or waffles, bacon, 
juice, fresh made home fries 
with coffee or tea for only 
$9.Lunch and dinner menus 
reflect the same moderate 
pricing with required sports 
bar standards such as chicken 
wings, club sandwiches, 
burgers and a heaping help¬ 
ing of nachos, averaging $9; 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 

























































14 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Saturday, December 29, 2012 



HIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANCE JUICE 


reaWast 


MONDAYTHRU SATURDAY 8-11 AM 

2 EOOS (FRIED, SCRAMBLED OR POACHED) 

WITH BACON, AND LINK SAUSAOES. Of 


Stone Grin Restaurant 6 Bar Every Day From 5-7p 


POTATOES, TOAST AND COFFEE OR TEA. 


Soup ol the day 


lemon chicken Breast 

or Chocolate 

Petite Filet I 


JA(so open for 


Romancing the Stone at 

£e Petit 

Cafe 


Dinner 



or 

Filet o£ Grouper 

All served with Frenc! 
Baked Potato on our Famous 

Located 
Playa Lin 


*Rejtuwrrmt 


Early B i r d S pecial BEACH RES 



SPORTS NFL: Cowboys, Redskins battle for division crown 




BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 




Dallas Cowboys wide receiver Dez Bryant (88) and fullback 
Lawrence Vickers celebrate Bryant's touchdown against the 
New Orleans Saints in the first half of their NFL football game 
in Arlington, Texas Sunday. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
battle for the NFL's NFC East 
division crown will come 
down to the wire on Sunday 
when the Washington Red¬ 
skins host the Dallas Cowboys 
in the last game of the regular 
season. 

For the Cowboys, winning 
is their only ticket into the 
playoffs, while the Redskins 
might advance as a wildcard 
even if they lose. 

But Washington's sensa¬ 
tional rookie quarterback 
Robert Griffin III doesn't want 
to do it that way, and the Cow¬ 
boys know it. 

Dallas defenders are fo¬ 
cused on containing the versa¬ 
tile young star — something 
they failed to do in a 38-31 
loss to Washington on 
Thanksgiving Day last month. 

"I think one thing you have 
to do with him, especially 
when you have an option 
quarterback who's exposed: 
You have to inflict him with 
pain," said Dallas linebacker 
Brady Poppinga. 

Since the teams last met, 
Griffin has been sidelined by 
a knee injury, and may be less 
than 100 percent. 

Nevertheless, Dallas line¬ 


backer Ernie Sims said the 
Cowboys are preparing for 
Griffin's best. 

"Stopping RGIII, that's our 
goal," Sims said. 

Offensively the Cowboys 
will be relying on quarterback 
Tony Romo and receiver Dez 
Bryant to continue the kind of 
inspired play that has seen the 
team claw back into playoff 
contention after falling two 
games below .500 midway 
through the season. 

Romo must avoid the inop¬ 
portune interceptions that led 
to defeats against Chicago 
and the New York Giants — 
something he has managed to 
do late in the season. 

"He makes a ton of plays," 
Cowboys coach Jason Garrett 
said. "He's just not making 
very many bad plays. He's 
done a great job with the foot¬ 
ball. His decision-making, his 
care of the football has been 
very good." 

The Minnesota Vikings can 
lock up one of two remaining 
playoff berths with a victory 
over visiting Green Bay. 

The Packers, meanwhile, 
will be trying to secure a first- 
round bye and prevent 
Vikings running back Adrian 


Peterson from capping his re¬ 
markable comeback from a 
torn knee ligament by sur¬ 
passing Eric Dickerson's 
NFL record of 2,105 rushing 
yards in a season. 

Peterson needs 208 yards 
to break the mark set in 1984. 

"I respect Adrian Peterson 
a lot," said Packers corner- 
back Sam Shields. "He's a 
great running back. But he's 
a big threat. We need to stop 
him." 

If the Vikings lose, it 
could open the door for the 
erratic Chicago Bears, who 
visit Detroit, and maybe even 
for the New York Giants, 
who maintained the slimmest 
of playoff hopes heading into 
their season finale at home to 
a Philadelphia Eagles team 
that will have Michael Vick 


back as starting quarterback - 
- taking the reins back from 
Nick Foies for what is likely 
his last game as an Eagle. 

AFC South division win¬ 
ners Houston will try to lock 
up home field advantage and 
a first-round bye when they 
visit Indianapolis. 

The playoff-bound Colts 
will be welcoming back coach 
Chuck Pagano, after he took 
time off to be treated for 
leukemia. 

The Colts are locked into 
the fifth seed in the AFC. Bal¬ 
timore, assured of the sixth 
seed, take on playoff-bound 
Cincinnati. 

Seattle secured a playoff 
berth with a win over San 
Francisco last week. Now 
they'll try to claim the NFC 


West Crown over the 49ers 
with a win over St. Louis, 
while San Francisco, also as¬ 
sured of a playoff berth, host 
Arizona. 

Perennial post-season con¬ 
tenders New England, still in 
the running for a first-round 
bye, host Miami, and Denver 
- also in the hunt for a bye - 
host lowly Kansas City. 

Atlanta, already assured of 
home field advantage in the 
playoffs, wrap up their regular 
season against struggling 
Tampa Bay. 

In other games, Buffalo 
host the New York Jets, New 
Orleans host Carolina, Pitts¬ 
burgh host Cleveland, Ten¬ 
nessee host Jacksonville and 
San Diego are at home to 
Oakland. 


UNICASA 

Supermarket 


umcasa 

Supermarket 


i Monday 


'Saturday, 8a.m. 


PALM BEACH # 184 
TEI: (297) 586-8540 

Next to 

Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 

_ __ V Close to the traffic lights 

hours: 01 and high rise hotel area. 

12midnight / Sunday 8a.m - lOp.m 
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New Year s Eve 


3 - Course 
Dinner Buffet 

$25 p/p 


Tropicana Casino 

Eagle Beach _ 

Tel: 6604251 |f it is a sport we wiTI show it! 


New Yearns Day, 

Breakfast Buffet 

starting at 7:30 am till 
noon 


Call for more details! 



Patrick Sydow comes in second at the 
Florida International Tennis Championship 


- Local tennis in Aruba got a 
boost over the weekend as our 
very own Patrick Sydow 
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placed second in the Junior 
Orange Bowl International 
Tennis Championship at Coral 
Gables, Florida, for his age 
group. He was beaten by win¬ 
ner Ishay Oliel, from Israel, 6- 
3, 6-1, who took the trophy, 
followed by a phone call from 
Israel’s prime minister, con¬ 
gratulating him on his spectac¬ 


ular performance Young tennis 
players Oliel and Sydow join 
the likes of Jimmy Connors, 
Andy Murray, Jennifer 
Capriati and Monica Seles, 
who are all former winners of 
that international competition. 

Frans Sydow, Patrick’s 


proud dad reports 
that the Junior Orange Bowl 
International Championship 
known since 2008 as the Dun¬ 
lop Orange Bowl International 
Tennis Championships is a 
prestigious junior tennis tour¬ 
nament, one of only five that 
are rated by the International 
Tennis Federation as Grade A. 


The tournament features both 
boys and girls singles and dou¬ 
bles draws at both T8 and 
under’ (under-19) and T6 and 
under' (under-17) age cate¬ 
gories. Since 1999, the tourna¬ 
ment has been held each 
December at Crandon Park, in 


Key Biscayne, Florida, attract¬ 
ing over 1,000 entrants from 
more than 75 countries. 

“We are very proud of 
Patrick’s international 

achievement,” says Frans 
Sydow, “he worked very hard, 
and we as parents worked very 
hard alongside him, to support 
him, and allow him to develop 
his gifts. We hope that with his 
success the public schools in 
Aruba as well as the govern¬ 
ment will undertake the devel¬ 
opment of these talented kids, 
to help this country raise 
world-class champions, repre¬ 
senting Aruba with pride and 


competence.” 

Patrick Sydow is 12 years 
old and a student of Colegio 
Arubano. He was born in 
Aruba and has been playing 
tennis since the age of 4, 
mostly with his dad who also 
played tennis through college, 
as a professional. Patrick 
trains with Argentinean-born 
pro Claudio Martinez at the 
Occidental Grand Resort ten¬ 
nis courts. 

For additional tournament 
info, also rules and regula¬ 
tions regarding registration, 
you may visit www.jrorange- 
bowl.org. 



I\j Maha 

TAStC of 1nt>iA 


Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 
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10 am - 2 pm 


OPEN THIS 

SUNDAY 


RENAISSANCE 

MALL 


Adolfo Dominguez - Aldo - Aruba Aloe Store - Atlantis Adventures - BCBG Maxazria 
Bulgari - Calvin Klein - Carolina Herrera - Cartier - Chopard - Cigar Emporium - Ci Gusta - Coach 
CocoSol - Colombian Emeralds International - Crocs - Custo Barcelona - David Yurman - Diesel 
Dufry - Entre Nous - Epk - Ermenegildo Zegna - Eva Boutique - Fagonnable - Furla - Gandelman 
Gucci - Guess - Guess Kids - Hilfiger Denim - Jewelers Warehouse - Kenneth Cole 
Lacoste - La Martina - Longchamp - Louis Vuitton - Michael Kors - Monalisa - Pier Minimarket 
Ralph Lauren - Rolex - Starbucks - Sun Specs - Tag Heuer - Vilebrequin - Yves Rocher 


Located at the Renaissance Resort 
Oranjestad, City Center 



RENAISSANCE* 

MALL 



























